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SECRET

Journal - Office of Legislative Counsel Page 3

Thursday - 30 October 1969

11. t JGO) Met with Mrs. Oneta Stockstill,

. Executive Secretary, House Armed Services Committee, and reviewed

with her H.R., 14318 and H.R. 14323, bills to create an office of defense review
and a temporary national security cammission. Mrs. Stockstill advised that

comments have been requested from DOD and the Comptroller General,.
but that no Committee action is anticipated on these bills, No interim
response is desired. If the Agency has strong objection to the bill such
a response would be of use to the Committee. Otherwise no answer to

" the Chairman!s letter is neecired at this time.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
‘» SUBJECT: " DCI Response to Chairman, House Committee on Armed

Servxces

REFERENCE: ‘H.R. 14318 and H.R. 14323

1. Chairman Rivers requested CIA views and recommendations on -
" the referenced bills in a letter to the Director dated .15 October 1969. Both
. bills were introduced 13 October 1969 and referred to the Committee on

. Armed Services.

2. H. R 14318 would create an Office of Defense Revxew to insure that
provisions for defense and national security be subject to contmuous congres-
sional review. Under Section 3 the Office would: determine whether proj‘ec:l:_.esll
weapons systems and military installations accord with national defense o

' ‘policy; determine whether the actual performance of .procured systems and
installatidﬂs is in accordance with originally declared objectives and policy;
. prepare for Congress a defense budget independent of that prepared by the :

' executive branch; prepare optional defense budgets; report to the Armed

. Services Committees of Senate and House, ''to other appropriate congies =

 sional committees, " and to a Joint Board of Defense Review (3§ enators

-3 Representatives); provide information to individual meinbeis of Congréss,

Con roquant, aonanrning inakiers of dafense and nadtonal waduliyy did

! sagommand_tmproveimanbs o the vperaibng nt’&’kulmmy of aeuwilve dejhabiiiiie
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3. Section 4 of H.R. 14318 directs the head of any department.:or
agency to furnish to the Qffice Di;ector any report submitted to the

Comptroller General of the U.S, if the Direqtor;deerxis-it of consequence

in the area of defer_x‘sle anﬁ national security. Section 4 also authorizes to |

- Office inter alia, to establish security requirements, "exequiéing due care
to protect classified information, sensitive intelligence sour.c‘es and
rhethods, ahd.; in this regard, (to) seek the advice of the ,Dirle,cto‘r. of Gentral

’

: Intelligence.!'. . o , ‘ ;‘ S cio b

Lo s . : : \ S S R
4. H.R. 14323 would establish a Temporary National Security

L.
’Corﬁmis:éion (5 Seh_a.tors, 5 Representatives, 6 individuals from private

X life, and 1 representative of the General Accounting.‘offi‘ce) to study the = |

. national defense sector, "including, but not Vlimi,ted to, the operation of e:,ll,
agencies established in the National Security Act of 1947" (Sec, 3). The ,
Commission would determine inter alia: what are the national policies and
objectives in the areas of defense and security; whether the national interest
is being properly served by existing égencies, and whether existiﬁg and -

- projected weapons systems, military installations, management procedures,

~and fiscal performance of such agenéies conform to national p'olié}?; ‘The

n ) L ;" Commission would cease to exist on 31 December 1972, C e

1

1
t
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5, Section 6(e) of H.R, 14323 pz;ovicies that the Commiséion may

' secure directly from any department or agency information necessary to
enable it to carry out this Act. The Cornmi.ssion "'shall exprqiég due

care to pr‘otect classified informat:‘ionf sensitive intelligence sou"rceslan‘ld

'methods, and, in this regard shall seek the advice of the Director of Central
. ' i ; co L ; . . 1 ”_\‘ . ! .;|‘-:

Intelligence. "
. o )

i : Co . I

, 6', Section 8 of H.R. 14323 dirécts the Commission to transn’;it
reports to the President and Congress, and to withhold from reparts
' made available to the public or trqnsmittgd ‘to Congress ma:teri%‘;];‘f._ judged :
.'de}trimex.xta.l to national se_curity.‘.‘ K |

'.ic_l.t-'..‘.ca'l.t.ocooolllcIcooloocol-dooouoootnnnio‘vnitooonoi!locc

ANALYSIS

' 7. The writer sees several potential problems in H.R. 143i8;

I
[

b. In determining whethe r-Wéapons syStems..*and frf:”ilita.':z'ir
installations accord with national defense pdlicy, the Office of
"' . Defense Review will presumably have to make a threat evaliation

oi foreign powers, requiring access at least to finished ’intellfgence.
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c. While H.R. 14318 specifically directs that the advice of
the Director of Central .Intellig.ence shall be sought on protecting
olassified information and intelligence‘souroes and methods, there
is no assurance such advice will be followed; Even aésuxning 50,

‘one faces the inaydeqnac‘y‘ ofl existing legislation'as a giétezf:x'oné te )
unéuthori_zed disclosures (see file on that subject). |

Whlch are
8. H.R. 14323 poses problems/an order of magnitude greater than

H.R. 14318. Since the Commission. would hold essentially plenary power-

§

to investigate and require evidence, the d:aLnger of unaut horized disclogure
" would be commensurately greéter. As in the case of H.R. 14318 the -

- Commission may "arrange with the Civil Service Commission for the conduct

of such security or other personnel investigations of the Commissici's

~employees, consultants. and contractors, actual or prospeotive, aé-it aee'r'n{s‘- g

kR “ oo
i

appropriate, " 'I‘here is similar provision for consultmg the Dxrector on
| S P FETE S EEEE A I ,

protectzon of classzﬂed mforrnatlo]n.
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RECOMMENDATION

N A ! 1 s . Ve
! i . i

9, The interim ' reply to Chairman Rivers should be to thank hi‘éh

el e

for forwa.rdmg the bills and to’ mdzcate they‘ are under*study.‘ 'I’he| inte #im

[ ' I U [ . ',H o [ ’I il }vl f ‘“51' i H oy
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, action should be to ascertain discreetly whether the bills have a chance

of getting out of committee. If so, a reply ,shbuld be drafted :indicati_;qg '

that they are, clearly a matter of congressional discretion but noting;

reservations on the question of security. -. Sl Al
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